
PRODUCTION MANAGERS COURSE
FROM BFBS ACADEMY



What is a Production Manager?

All TV and film productions require skilled 
Production Managers in all phases of 
production.

At the pre-production planning stage, 
Production Managers manage locations, 
budgets, crewing, scheduling, and transport 
logistics. During filming, they are a crucial 
senior member of the team, in charge of every 
aspect of successful production, with special 
emphasis on health and safety of crew and 
equipment.  

A career in production management is 
suited to those who excel at planning and 
communications, work well under pressure 
and have good attention to detail. They must 
be adept negotiators with a wide range of 
contacts and knowledge of the relevant laws 
and regulations.  

This Production Manager course will 
provide students with all the relevant skills 
and experiences to gain a Production Co-
ordinator or Production Manager role within 
the media industry.  

Post pandemic there is a lack of suitably 
qualified Production Managers within the 
media industry, so we have designed this 
course to give service leavers the chance to 
train to fill this gap.

“The role of a production manager supports the crucial bridge between all 
departments logistically and financially, connecting with the right people to 

collectively and creatively bring the vision of a production to life”

Helen Bishop, Production Manager BBC.



What will you learn?

     The core curriculum will cover all aspects of 
creative media skillsets. This includes single and 

multicamera operations, as well as Audio and 
Podcast production. Students will learn important 

skills in relation to post-production (editing) as 
well as content capture.  

 

The course will include production planning 
and researching, as well as production 

risk assessment and budgeting. Legal and 
compliance themes and as logistical crew and 
resource management are also covered on the 

course. 

 
The course emulates working within the media 

industry by focusing on individual as well as 
group tasks, working to tight deadlines and 
precise client briefs. The course focuses on 

factual production including; documentary, 
reportage as well as multicamera studio 

productions.  
 

An important aspect of the curriculum is 
progression planning. This involves getting a 

portfolio of evidence together in preparation for 
employer interviews and work placements. 

“Production management is a great career for anyone with first rate 
planning, logistical and communication skills that wants to work with 
creative teams to produce great programmes.  At a time of acute industry 
shortages in this skillset, it’s very timely that BFBS are proactively helping us 
widen the groups from whom we recruit.”

Jacqui Doyle, Head of Production and Talent ITV.



Extra-curricular activities

Masterclass programme

Masterclasses take place as part of the 
course every Friday morning. The subject 
matter covered varies from Digital Media 
skills to production risk assessment for outside 
broadcast.  

The course is generously supported by 
organisations from the media and film industries, 
who deliver bespoke masterclasses to help 
students gain the vocational skills and practical 
experience they will need to find employment as 
Production Managers.

Some masterclasses are planned and delivered 
by our in-house staff who share their subject 
knowledge and experience. The sessions include 
real life examples. 

Work Placement Opportunities

In addition to the core curriculum, the students 
at the Academy have at least two weeks of work 
placement during the course: one in December 
and another in February. We are lucky to have 
several very supportive partners within the 
wider broadcast and media industry. In the 
past we have placed students with a variety of 
companies, from Sky Outside Broadcasts, to ITN 
regional newsrooms.



Here’s what past students have to say

“Although I loved my career 
in the Navy, I was ready 
to do something new and 
creative, so I joined BFBS 
Academy and now work 
in the fast-paced video 
production environment. I’ve 
travelled the world planning 
and making content thanks 
to the training I got at BFBS 
Academy.”
                   

‘‘I had always been 
interested in strategic comms 
and media campaigns whilst 
serving in the Army. The 
BFBS Academy gave me 
the skillsets and confidence 
to pursue this new and 
rewarding career. I also 
gained valuable skills in 
content production which has 
helped me progress.”

“On leaving the Royal Marines 
I wanted to work in a media 
environment.  BFBS Academy 
taught me a huge amount 
and gave me the skill set to 
transition into working in a 
busy newsroom as an archive 
researcher. I owe so much to 
BFBS for the opportunities they 
opened up for me. My advice 
for anyone wanting to work in 
media is get your foot in the 
door and they will soon see the 
attributes your military career 
has given you.”

Amy Richards Richard White Joe Healey



HOW DO WE SUPPORT YOU?

Financial Support

There are no course fees 
to pay. The course is fully 
funded by BFBS Academy. 

All students also receive a 
tax-free bursary of £1,500 
per month for six months, 
to help with living costs 
and accommodation (total 
£9,000).

Facilities

BFBS Academy has facilities 
to suit and support all 
service leavers and veterans, 
including those who are 
wounded, injured or sick. The 
classroom, green screen area 
and library are all wheelchair 
accessible. 

Materials and Equipment

Equipment such as video cameras, 
computers and editing software will be 
provided. Each student will be allocated a 
laptop with all the latest Adobe software 
uploaded.  

Students have access to broadcast standard 
equipment in our multicamera studio. 
Students will be instructed on safe working 
practices. 



ABOUT BFBS? BFBS is a global charity 
and media organisation. 
For over 75 years, we have 
been entertaining, informing, 
connecting, and championing 
the UK armed forces, their 
families, and veterans.

We’re also an award-winning 
Creative Agency and Training 
Academy, founded to help the 
armed forces, UK government 
and corporate clients with 
their digital, media and 
communication challenges, 
from detailed campaign plans, 
through to content creation and 
building communities through 
social media. 

Our experience of offering these 
services day to day, informs 
our training courses, providing 
relevant material and focused, 
tangible results.



WHY STUDY WITH BFBS ACADEMY?
At BFBS Academy we have 
a wealth of experience in 
supporting the veteran 
community into successfully 
gaining work within the media 
industry.

Our talented staff have spent 
time working within industry and 
bring these real-life experiences 
into the classroom environment.

We have very close links with 
our industry partners – these 
broadcasters and independent 
production companies are key to 
curriculum planning.  

Past courses have seen over 50 
veterans graduate with 86% 
currently working within the 
media industry, most fulltime or 
freelance but some have started 
their own production companies.



WHAT QUALIFICATIONS WILL YOU GET? The course is not an academic 
qualification – it has been 
certified by BFBS and the 
curriculum has been agreed by 
our industry partners, including 
Sky and ITN. 

The course is geared 
towards those seeking roles 
in production management 
as well as production co-
ordination – but also offers 
exposure to the single and 
multi-camera sectors, so 
students would have hands-on 
experience of these disciplines 
as well. Another important 
aspect of the course is work 
placements, where students 
spend time working within 
production teams to gain 
valuable industry experience.



Securing a job following your course

Networking during the work placement and masterclass opportunities has in the past been an important aspect 
of securing a job within the industry. BFBS Academy runs progression planning workshops with everything from CV 
preparations and personal statement support, to interview practice. Portfolio building is also very important when 
moving into production co-ordination and management, to demonstrate a broad range of production skills to future 
employers.



Get to know the local area

The following set of pages gives you more information about Chalfont, Buckinghamshire, to make the transition to studying with 
BFBS Academy as straight forward as possible.

NEXT STEPS
This course will run from Monday 26th September 2022 through to 
Friday 17th March 2023.

Applications are now open.

Please click the link below, download and complete the application 
form and return it to academy@bfbs.com.

Course selection will be conducted remotely, we will be in contact with 
potential applicants in due course.   

We plan to begin selection interviews in June, with offers being sent out 
at the beginning/mid-July

CLICK HERE TO APPLY NOW

mailto:academy%40bfbs.com?subject=
https://academy.bfbs.com/sites/academy.bfbs.com/files/2022-04/Production%20Managers%20Application%20form.docx


WELCOME TO CHALFONT GROVE



We know that it can be a big decision to move away from your friends and family to 
begin a new career. This is why we have put together the next few pages to give you all 
the help you may need.

BFBS Academy is lucky to be located in the beautiful Buckinghamshire countryside, but 
to help you with accomodation, popping out to get lunch, petrol or posting a parcel, we 
have created the following pages.

WELCOME TO CHALFONT GROVE

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE



You’ll be studying with us for six months, so if you don’t live locally you’ll need to find 
some accommodation and remember, we will be giving you a £9k bursary to help cover 
your costs.

There are several options:

Airbnb - rent a room, apartment or house on your own or with others

Spareroom.co.uk - rent a room in the local area

The Greyhound Inn - High street, Chalfont St Peter, SL9 9RA (1.4 miles)

Rioshouse George Inn - High street, Chalfont St Peter, SL9 9QL (1.5 miles)

Travelodge Beaconsfield Central - Beaconsfield, HP9 1LW (4.1 miles)

ACCOMMODATION

http://www.Spareroom.co.uk


The Deli - 4a The Green, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4QF  (2.1 miles)

Halls Patisserie - 35 St Peters Court High Street, Gerrards Cross SL9 9QQ  (1.6 miles)

The Kitchen Larder - 31, St Peters Court, Chalfont St Peter, SL9 9QQ (1.6 miles)

Crown Coffee - High Street, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4QH  (2.1 miles)

The Village Chippy - 1 Three Households, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4LP  
(1.4 miles)

@Home Pizza - 7A Marsham Way, Gerrards Cross SL9 8AB  (2.5 miles)

Subway - 38B Packhorse Road, Gerrards Cross, SL9 3EB (2.5 miles)

Wenzels - 51 Packhorse Road, Gerrards Cross, SL9 8PE (2.5 miles)

Beaconsfield M40 Services - Junction 2 of the M40.  

Food options include Leon, Starbucks, McDonalds, JD Wetherspoon, 
Chozen Noodle, KFC, Greggs, Nando’s, West Cornwall Pasty Co, El    
Mexicana, Tapori Indian Street Food and Chozen Sushi.  
There’s also a Starbucks Drive Thru.  (4.5 miles)

FOOD & DRINK - TAKEAWAY FOOD



Fego - 12F-12G Packhorse Road, Gerrards Cross SL9 7QE  (2.5 miles)
 
Jack & Alice - 40 Packhorse Road, Gerrards Cross, SL9 8EB  (2.5 miles)

Merlin’s Cave - The Village Green, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4QF  (2.1 miles)

The Jolly Farmer - Gold Hill West, Chalfont St Peter, SL9 9HH  (1.2 miles)

The Three Oaks - Austenwood Lane, Gerrards Cross, SL9 8NL  (1.7 miles)
 
Pizza Express - 45-47 Packhorse Road, Gerrards Cross SL9 8PE  
(2.5 miles) 

There’s a mixture of prices here so please check the menus before you 
go!

FOOD & DRINK - SIT-DOWN MEALS/ DRINKS



Co-op - 12 High Street, Chalfont St Peter, HP8 4QA (2.4 miles)

M&S Foodhall - Unit 43-49 St Peters Court, Chalfont St Peter SL9 9QQ  (1.6 miles)

Waitrose - 31-33 Station Road, Gerrards Cross SL9 8ES (2.5 miles)

Tesco Superstore - Packhorse Rd, Gerrards Cross SL9 8ER (2.5 miles)

Tesco Superstore - 19 London Road West, Amersham, HP7 0HA (5.4 miles)

FOOD & DRINK - SUPERMARKETS



Esso (with Tesco Express) - Amersham Road, Chalfont St Peter, SL9 0NP (2 miles)

BP (with M&S foodhall) - Oxford Rd, Gerrards Cross SL9 7RD (2.4 miles) 
*Also has an electric vehicle charging point*

Tesco (with large supermarket) - 19 London Road West, Amersham HP7 0HA (5.4 miles)

Beaconsfield M40 Services - Junction 2 of the M40 (4.5 miles) 
*Also has an electric vehicle charging point*

TRANSPORT - (PETROL STATIONS)



Gerrards Cross, Station Approach - Packhorse Road, Gerrard’s Cross SL9 8PP (2.5 miles)

Seer Green & Jordans - Farm Lane, Jordans HP9 2UT (3.6 miles)

Beaconsfield - Penn Road, Beaconsfield HP9 2PJ (4.5 miles)

Chalfont & Latimer - Station Approach, Little Chalfont, HP7 9PR (5.2 miles) 
(Trains to London and Metropolitan tube line)

Amersham - Stn Approach, Amersham, HP6 5AZ (5.9 miles) 
(Trains to London and Metropolitan tube line)

AVOID… allowing your satnav trying to take you down Welders Lane. It’s 
a single-track lane with lots of potholes and is frequently flooded! 
Try setting HP8 4LP as a ‘via’ point on your route

TRANSPORT - (TRAIN STATIONS)



Chalfont Taxis - 01494 875522 / 01753 893131 

Gerrards Cross Taxis – 01753 365005 

Uber also operates in Gerrards Cross & Chalfont St Peter

TRANSPORT (TAXIS/PRIVATE HIRE)


